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Dear Sir: 


INTRODUCTION 


This is a supplement to the Appeal Brief filed on or about 
August 6, 1998, intended to address the Examiner's newly stated 
position in the Advisory Action dated August 20, 1998. This paper 
is in response to the new issue raised in the Advisory Action. The 
following supplement §§ VI and VII of the Appeal Brief. 
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VI. ISSUES 

C. Whether the invention, as currently ciaimed and 
disclosed, is broader than that originally disclosed. 

VI. ARGUMENTS 

C. WHETHER THE INVENTION, AS CURRENTLY CIAIMED AND 
DISCLOSED, IS BROADER THAN THAT ORIGINALLY DISCLOSED 

In the Advisory Action, the Office alleges that claim 1 
originally claimed open channels, i.e., grooves 18. It further 
alleges that the scope of invention now claimed and disclosed is 
broader than that originally clearly disclosed. Appellants 
respectfully point out that these allegations are inaccurate. 

''First, the open channels of originally filed claim 1 related 
to the preform. The claim also required that this preform be 
manipulated further to softly smooth the outer ends of the ribs 
(between the grooves) to form a cylindrical surface of smaller 
diameter. This original claim did not require that the tampon 
(in contrast to the preform) have open or closed grooves. 

Second, since the substantive amendments to the specification 
have been canceled, the present disclosure is substantially the 
same as that originally filed. This disclosure is sufficient to 
support the currently pending claims, /the limitations of the 
claims are present in the originally filed specification and/or 
drawing. Thus, the invention now claimed is adequately 
disclosed. ^It is not be broader than that originally disclosed.^ 

.Therefore, Appellants respectfully submit that the present 
rejection is based upon a misunderstanding of the originally 
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filed specification, drawing, and claims; Withdrawal of the 
rejection of the claims is earnestly solicited. 


Respectfully submitted. 
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